
 
P u r p o s e 
 
The Potters’ Penguin Project is a community art project. Our 
purpose is to collectively create and exhibit ≥1,500 clay penguins, 
in order to make the impacts of global warming on distant places 
more immediately tangible to both makers and viewers. 
 
B a c k g r o u n d 
 
The Potters' Penguin Project began in March 2016, after news 
media picked up on a scientific article about a colony of Adélie 
penguins in Commonwealth Bay, Antarctica. Over the last 
century, the colony’s population size ranged between 160,000 and 
200,000 birds. This changed dramatically after 2010, when a 100-
km2 iceberg became grounded in the bay, trapping sea ice along 
the shore and imposing year-round ice cover. Penguins in the 
colony now had to travel an extra 60 km one-way to reach open 
sea to feed, leading to increased numbers of abandoned eggs 
and thousands of chick deaths. Within a few years, the colony 
population plummeted to about 10,000 birds as environmental 
stresses forced the penguins to relocate. This story drew attention 
to many of the threats penguins face due to climate change. 
 
The Potters’ Penguin Project began as an effort to understand the 
magnitude of the Adélie colony’s population decline. If an artist 
were to make 25 clay penguins per day, every day, it would take 
16.5 years to make 150,000 penguins; 20 months to make 15,000 
penguins; 2 months to make 1,500 penguins. We chose a goal of 
1,500 penguins and invited community participation.  



 
 
 
With an estimated 400+ participants, the Potters’ Penguin Project 
colony grew to 1,962 penguins over nine months. 
 
A b o u t   o u r   C o l o n y 
 
To join the Potters' Penguin Project colony, penguins must be 
made mostly of clay (earthen, not polymer), fired, self-standing, 
and under 10 cm tall.  

While the Project was inspired by Adélie penguins, all species of 
penguin, real or imagined, are welcome in our colony. Our 
“standard of penguinness” is that if the artist believes it looks like a 
penguin, it is a penguin. 

Makers have included professional and amateur clay artists; 
students and teachers at elementary, middle, and high schools; 
campers and instructors at arts camps; and volunteers and 
passers-by at multiple Make-a-Penguin events. 

While most of our penguins originate from the NC Triangle area, we 
have also received penguin donations from places farther afield, 
including Arizona, Missouri, New York, Mexico, Spain, and 
Germany. 
Many participants have taken the project as an opportunity to 
consider the carbon footprint of their art. Several have explored 
lower temperature firing and single firing, as well as minimalist 
decorative techniques. The 10-cm penguin height limit allows 
penguins to tuck efficiently into kiln spaces that might otherwise go 
unused. 
 
F u t u r e   P l a n s 
 
Plans are afoot for our colony to waddle to other exhibit spaces. If 
you know of a museum or organization that would be interested in 
hosting the colony, please contact us at geekpots@gmail.com. 
 
After exhibiting, the colony will disperse to raise funds for 
environmental advocacy charities. Check our website for 
updates: http://www.facebook.com/potterspenguinproject. 
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